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Department at UTK, especially to Norma Cook,
who has been a virtual library of good advice and
reliable information; to John Haas, who has sup-
ported this endeavor cheerfully and generously;
and to Sherry McNair, the Departmental Secre-
tary, who has worked harder than I have!  Like-
wise, Dick Ranta  and his  capable assistant,
Dionne  Chalmers  of  The University of Mem-
phis   who do  way more than their fair share to
keep this organization running – as do all the
officers. Beyond that, Dick is ALWAYS there
when TCA  needs him, no matter how busy he
is.
     Finally, I extend sincere and very affectionate
thanks to Susie & Michael Osborn.  I can't even
begin to  enumerate  the  ways  in which they have
supported me  and this  organization over the past
three years, but they know what they've done,
and I want them to know they're appreciated!
     On the other hand, this is my first column as
President-Elect, and since Len has established the
tradition of  a President-Elect  Column (see page
2), the rest of us  will have to follow suit or look
like slackers!  Thanks, Len!  Lacking Len's elo-
quence, however, I only have one thing to say:
THANK YOU AGAIN.  I am delighted by the
opportunity to  continue  serving the organiza-
tion and will look forward to working with the
newly-elected  interest group chairs  to plan the

continued on page 4

      Some days, I don't
know whether I'm
coming  or going!    On
the one hand, this col-
umn is my last as your
Executive Secretary/
Director.  I can't be-
lieve that three years
could have flown by
so quickly!   I have

appreciated your constant support and encour-
agement, as well as your generous cooperation.
This is a wonderful organization, and I'm flat-
tered to have been able to serve it (and YOU) in
this capacity.
      Although I'm very grateful to each and every
one of  you,  I  cannot let the moment  pass without
extending  a few very special thanks.  For one, a
big hug  goes to Faye Julian for telling me that fall
day in 1992, "You're going to TSCA this year!"
Of course, as she's fond of saying, she raised me
from a puppy. (I'll leave the implications of that
one to your imaginations!).   I would also like to
thank my dear friend Kina Mallard, who encour-
aged me to run for this office and who has been
a  source  of  joy throughout,  as has Ralph Hillman,
who never fails to return blessings to me after
every  e-mail  I send.  That's  really nice, you know?
    Thanks  also to the  Speech  Communication
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2000-2001 Officers Elected

   Congratulations and thanks to our newly-
elected officers who will serve TCA during the
2000-2001 Academic Year and will plan the
2001 conference program.
   Len Assante will serve as President for 2000-
2001, chairing the  nominating and awards
committees  and overseeing the elections process.
    Susie Osborn will serve as Immediate Past
President, chairing the Student Paper Panels for
the 2001 conference.
     Dorotha Norton will commence a three-year
term as the association's Executive Director, serv-
ing in that capacity from October 2000 through
our conference in 2003.
    Richard Ranta will continue to be newsletter
editor and Kevin Trowbridge  as Web master.
New Interest Group Chairs are Curriculum &
Instruction, David Warner; Mass  Communica-
tion, Brooke  Quigley;   Interpersonal & Group,

continued on page 3

One Last Thanks
by Linda Lyle, Executive Director, University of  Tennessee at Knoxville
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From the President-Elect
by Len Assante

Volunteer State Community College

  Greetings TCA members! I hope you are all enjoying the summer break. My perception is
that it has been a rough year for many of us around the state. Many of my friends and colleagues
in the discipline or in the service of the state have reported working harder than ever in teaching,
research and related service. Those of us in state service have also worked under the cloud of
uncertainty regarding the state budget for higher education.  I have written to you before on
my opinion regarding the value the state seems to put on higher education from a financial
perspective. However, it also seems we are being asked to do more and more work for the money
we earn as well. A few items:

  1. Our institution has introduced a revised policy (with a great deal of faculty input) that
measures our workload based essentially the number of student credit hours taught. In other
words, our workload is measured by how large our classes are, and a standard workload (number
of student credit hours generated by our classes) has been set. I would argue however that the
number of students taught is not wholly indicative of our true workload. For example, my
Forensics Practicum course ran this semester with eight students, a very small number. Did I
have an easy semester? No. Among other tasks related to good old COM 296P, I travelled
throughout the southeast for competitions on weekends. The quantification of our workloads
is more difficult than counting widgets a factory worker assembles. And of course, this does not
include the other requirements of my job, service to the college, service to the community and
continuing education/scholarship/research in the field.

  2. A sister institution is developing a new distance education program. It could be  argued
that such a program is not consistent with the mission of a regional, residential, state university.
It could also be argued that through distance education, this institution will be able to reach
more students, teach more classes, make more money, hire more faculty. But, faculty are being
asked to develop courses in the discipline to be taught via distance education methods even
though many of those faculty feel communication courses are not appropriate for the medium.
In addition, these faculty are receiving no extra compensation for this work, nor are they receiving
any reduction in other duties.

  3. Finally, back home at Vol. State, we have radically revised our institutional planning and
assessment procedures in order to better measure our institutional effectiveness. One of the
changes we have made is much more faculty involvement in the entire process. Planning now
begins at the unit level (departments). This, of course, is a wonderful thing. It empowers faculty
and ensures that budget resources are allocated to meet institutional and unit goals. Of course
it means much more work for faculty.

  All three of these  events can be seen as a positive. Easier to understand workload requirements,
university outreach to under-served populations, bottom up planning starting from the faculty.
Sounds great to me. But in each of these ideas are significant workload issues for faculty. Should
we be careful what we wish for for fear we might get it? Perhaps our role in our departments,
in our institutions, and in our state is changing. As a result we are working harder for the same
money. Eventually our teaching and scholarship might suffer under the additional burdens of
more committees, more students, more teaching methods. Our jobs are changing, our financial
resources are not growing with those changes.  What as  an organization can TCA do a bout this?
Should we have a united voice on these issues? These are questions I think deserve consideration
at TCA meetings in the coming years.  I hope to see you in Gallatin this September.  Let us
continue the conversation.

1999-2000 Officers

Executive Committee

President-Suzanne Osborn
The University of Memphis

President-Elect -Len Assante
Volunteer State Community College

Executive Secretary-Linda Lyle
University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville

Newsletter Editor-Richard Ranta
The University of Memphis

Webmaster-Kevin S. Trowbridge
Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare

Immediate Past President - Kina Mallard
Union University

               Interest Group Chairs

Curriculum & Instruction-Faye Julian
University of Tennessee Knoxville

Mass  Communication-Janice Wood and Steve
Beverly both of Union University

Interpersonal & Group -Mike Gotcher
Austin Peay State University

Rhetoric & Public Address -John Campbell
University of Memphis

Organizational Communication-
Michelle Violanti
University of Memphis, Knoxville

Argumentation/Forensics-Virginia Thigpen
Volunteer State Community College
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Clarification of Officer Duties
by Linda Lyle, University of Tennessee at Knoxville

  There have been several inquires regarding the timing of officer elections, duties, and the like.
So, let me try to clarify where we are in accordance with our new Constitution. Officers recently
elected, including interest chairs, will BEGIN their service terms at the business meeting of the 2000
conference at Vol State; thus, they will plan the 2001 conference, for which I will serve as
coordinator -- that's the job of the President-Elect.

  Before now, we've not had a president-elect/president/immediate past president scenario, so
that probably accounts for some of the confusion.   Now, we do.  Thus, the President-Elect plans
the following year's conference; the current President presides at the business meeting AND deals
with the awards procedures;  and  the Immediate Past President is in charge of membership AND
organizing the student paper panels (as Kina's doing this year).

  This  year's conference (September 2000) is currently being planned by Len Assante, President-
Elect.  Thus, the interest chairs elected last year are working with Len to plan this fall's gathering.
At the 2000 business meeting, Len will become President,  Susie Osborn will become Immediate
Past President, I will become President-Elect, and Dorotha Norton will become Executive Director.

  The constitution mandates that elections be held in April of the year during which winners
take office; i.e., if you're elected in April of 2000, you take office in September of 2000 and you
help plan the September 2001 conference. This procedure may be somewhat confusing,
considering that the actual chairs don't spend a year planning the TCA meeting.  However, the
President-Elect often does (and should do, in my view).  When we showed up at Henry Horton

continued on page 4

Call for Papers

If you would like to present or have a graduate
student who would like to present a paper in
rhetoric  and public address,  send a brief
description of the project by the end of August to
Paul Prill; Dept. of Communication; Lipsomb
University; Nashville, TN 37204; or e-mail
Paul.Prill@lipscomb.edu.

*****
If you would like to present a paper related to
organizational or applied communi-
cation, submit it to Michelle T. Violanti; De-
partment of Speech Communication; 105
McClung Tower; University of Tennessee; Knox-
ville, Tennessee 37996-0405. Deadline for pa-
pers/extracts is August 18.

*****
Send mass communication papers to Steve
Beverly; 165 Smith Chamberlain Road; Medina,
TN  38355

New Officers from page 1

Doug Lepter; Rhetoric & Public Address; Paul
Prill, David Lipscombe University; Corporate/
Organizational Communication, Ralph Hillman;
and Argumentation/Forensics, Malcolm
McAvoy.
  Once  again, THANKS to  all these individuals
for their time and commitment!

Newsbits from Union University Broadcasting Program

          Steve Beverly, Union University, was  interviewed  on NBC Nightly News  with Tom
Brokaw and by 52 newspapers including The Daily Kansas, The Los Angeles Times, The
Denver Post, The St. Petersburg Times, The  Kansas  City  Star,  and  the Florida Times-Union,
and The Dallas Morning News about the resurgence of television quiz shows. In the May
13 issue of TV  Guide, he discusses  whether “Who Wants to Be  a Millionaire” or “Jeopardy”
has  tougher questions.

As for Union University Student News . . .
Brent Green and Christy Vogt have both joined the staffs  of WBBJ-TV in Jackson.

Green is the director of the morning news and Christy  is  a full-time reporter.  Mary Ann
Jones has been named executive producer of KTBC-TV news in Tyler, Texas.

The Union broadcasting students served for the third consecutive year as the
production team for the 35th annual West Tennessee Cerebral Palsy Telethon that aired
live from the Union campus.

 A record nine Union students attended the Broadcast Journalism Workshop of  The
Leadership Institute in Washington, D.C. April 29-30.
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Len Assante, Volunteer State Community Col-
lege, is spending his summer gaining weight!
Opryland Hotel and Convention Center in Nash-
ville  and Vol State jointly run a Culinary Arts  and
Hotel/Restaurant Management Program.  Assante
is teaching Fundamentals of  Speech Communi-
cation to the chef apprentice program students.
Says Assante, "The class is a blast with great
students and lots of free, wonderful food prepared
by the students and their supervisors. "

Dennis Elkins is  spending the summer in Boul-
der, Colorado  performing as a guest artist with the
Colorado Shakespeare Festival.

Ralph Hillman,  Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity,  and  his  son Jeff  vacationed in Canada in
June. He says, "Just imagine a single cozy cabin on
a small island with woods,  boats,  a spectacular
view of the lake, lots of fishing  gear, no TV, no

Personals.....What are you doing?
How are you spending the summer?

Last Thanks from page 1

next  conference for Fall 2001.    I  hope we can
meet at the newly-renovated Montgomery Bell
State Park  whose facilities  are simply plush.  Keep
your fingers crossed as we try to find a date!
      Meanwhile,  and with apologies to Shakespeare,
thanks, thanks, and ever thanks.   You're family,
all of you! See you in September!

Officer Explanation from page 3

 last year (1999), Len had conference information
for 2000 to hand out.  I hope to do the same in
2000 for the 2001 conference.This  year's confer-
ence planners (elected last spring) are:

Argumentation:  Virginia Thigpen
Org Comm:  Michelle Violanti

C&I:  Faye Julian
IPC/Group:  Mike Gotcher

Mass Comm:   Janice Wood and Steve Beverly
Rhetoric/PA:  John Campbell

Contact Len Assante at lassante@vscc.cc.tn.us
Even if you're not one of the planners, we need
your participation! If you have program ideas or
presentations, please contact the appropriate plan-
ner and/or Len.  Even if you're merely willing to
be on a panel, let us know.

phone."  His son will fly back in July  to remain
another month  and Hillman  might fly back  a
couple times  to  serve  as   a professional speaker
and conduct some workshops.

Linda Lyle, University of Tennessee at Knoxville,
is revising  the Core Curriculum for UTK's   MBA
students. The  central focus of these revisions:
implementing managerial Communication  In-
struction (aka teaching "Leadership Skills").  She
also  is involved in designing communication/
leadership modules across all programs in the
business college including undergraduates.

Susie & Mike Osborn, University of Memphis,
are going to a visual communication conference in
Montana in July as well as camping around in their
new "state-of-the-art-not-roughing-it-at-all
camper."

Tennessee Intercollegiate Forensics
Association Tournament Set 2001

   Tennessee Technological University and
Volunteer State Community College will
co-host the 2001  Tennessee Intercollegiate
Forensics Association State Tournament at
Tennessee Tech  in Cookeville February 17.
     A  full slate of competitive individual
events and Debate will be offered. Please
mark this date and make  every  effort  to
attend.  For more information,  contact
Leonard Assante.

Where Was the Editor When the Headlines Read?
 (sent in by Richard Townsend , University of Tennessee at Knoxville)

“Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft”
“Ban On Soliciting Dead in Trotwood”
“Clinton Wins on Budget, But More Lies Ahead”
“Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures”
“Enraged Cow Injures Farmer With Ax”
“Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors”
“If Strike Isn’t Settled Quickly, It May Last a While”
“Include Your Children when Baking Cookies”
“Iraqi Head Seeks Arms”
“Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant”
“Miners Refuse to Work  after Death”
“New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group”
“Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over”
“Plane Too Close to Ground, Crash Probe Told”
“Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges”
“Two Sisters Reunited After 18 Years at Checkout Counter”
“Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead”
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Len Assante, Volunteer State Community College,  is the new department chair for communication, effective
August.

Lawrence  R. Frey,  University of Memphis, published two books this past year, The Handbook of  Group
Communication Theory and Research and Investigating Communication: An Introduction to Research Methods
(2nd ed.), as well as three book chapters and two journal articles. He  also received a 1999 Special Recognition
Award from the National Communication Association’s Applied Communication Division for a special issue of the Journal of Applied
Communication Research that he edited on “Communication and Social Justice Research.” He presented the keynote address at the
Eleventh Annual Sooner Communication Conference (University of Oklahoma), the Colorado Speech Communication Association
Convention, and the Social Action Program (Central Michigan University).

Paul Prill, David Lipscombe University, was awarded the Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award and was  appointed
director of the Honors Program.

Richard R. Ranta, University of Memphis, has been named a Paul Harris Fellow by the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.
This fellowship is the highest honor an individual can recieve from the Rotary Club and recognizes Dr. Ranta for "service above
self."

Cyd Ropp,  University of Memphis, will be a full-time lecturer in the  Speech Communication Department at California Polytechnic
State University for 2000-2001. Also, she published "A Hermeneutic and Rhetoric of Dreams" in the spring issue of Janus Head.
The article can  be assessed  on-line at www.janus head.org

Virginia Thigpen, Volunteer State Community College, who has served as department chair for the past six  years, is retiring from
the college, effective August 1, 2000. She will be returning  to teach through the post-retirement service option in the spring of
2001. Her current plans are to teach one semester per year; travel extensively, beginning with a two-week cruise to Scandanavia in
August; and to renew her knowledge of Spanish in a Latin American setting as soon as possible. She promises to be in town the last
weekend of September, however, for the TCA meeting hosted by Volunteer State Community College!

Tennessee Kudos

versity, San Luis Obispo).
  The 2000-2001  year promises to be exciting,

as the Department has hired three new Assistant
Professors: Professor Barbara Cook, Dr. Kevin
Wright, and Dr. Pradeep Sopory. Dr. Katherine
Hendrix and Dr. Thomas Darwin will also be
promoted to Associate Professor with Tenure, and
Dr. Keyton will be promoted to Professor. The
Department increased its number of graduate
teaching  assistantships  and has admitted an
excellent group of new graduate students.  A new
newsletter will be published soon, and the
Department’s Web site is being revised.  The
address is http://www.people.memphis.edu/
~commdept/

  Dr. Gray Matthews is planning the Urban
Communication Conference (October 27-28)
that will feature Drs. Pat Arneson and Ronald
Arnett (Duquesne University) as keynote speak-
ers. For Spring 2001, the Department will again
sponsor the Osborn Lecture Series and will host
The Waiting Room, an interactive installation of
images sounds and citizens that addresses the
death penalty.

The Department of Communication at The
University of Memphis  started the year with a
new chair, Lawrence R. Frey. One of his first tasks
was to host a Memphis premier of  Steven J. Ross’
film, Oh Freedom After While, which was subse-
quently shown nationwide on PBS. Ross re-
ceived TCA’s Communicator of the Year
Award.

During the fall, the Department was visited by
Dr.  Mara Adelman (Seattle University), who
spoke on communication and community build-
ing, and Dr. Shawny Anderson (Saint Mary’s
College),  who   conducted a workshop on inte-
grating  social justice into the basic speaking
course. During the spring, Dr. Rodrick Hart (Uni-
versity of Texas) spoke on “Celebrating Cam-
paign 2000” as the invited lecturer for the Michael
M. Osborn Communication Lecture Series.

 Professor David Acey once again sponsored the
Africa in April program (focusing on Ethiopia) for
the city of Memphis; Dr. Robert McDowell be-
came chair of Memphis Crimestoppers, Inc.; Dr.
Brooke Quigley continued her work with U of
M’s Center for Academic Excellence; and Dr.
Keyton’s community service/scholarship was fea-
tured in the The Memphis Magazine.  Dr. Marvin

Bensman published a text, The Beginning of Broad-
cast Regulation in the Twentieth Century, and
many other faculty published book chapters and
journal articles.

Both Drs. Allison Graham and Keyton have
forthcoming texts. Professor David Appleby is
working on a new documentary entitled Hoxie:
The First Stand, and Dr. John Campbell has a
faculty research leave for next spring to finish a text
on Charles Darwin.

 The Department was   well represented at NCA
and  SSCA conventions.   At the SSCA convention,
a  number  of  graduate students received awards
for competitive papers,  and Pat Ferguson received
the Robert Bostrom Award (she also received the
Department’s John Bakke Award). Another gradu-
ate student, Orin Johnson, won an Award for
Outstanding Teaching from ICA’s Instructional
and Development Division.

  The Department had its first dissertation de-
fense by Marceline Thompson and expects more
to follow this summer and next year.  Thompson
has a number of position  offers  and  two  other
graduate students have  accepted full-time posi-
tions  (Jerome  Mahaffey, Indiana University East;
and Cyd Ropp, California  Polytechnic  State  Uni-

Newsbits from The University of Memphis
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TCA
Tennessee Communication Association

2000-2001 TCA Membership Form

Name _____________________________________________________________ Highest Earned Degree ___________

Institution Represented _____________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Business phone  (      ) __________________________________  Home phone (      ) _____________________________

Membership Type:  Student ($5) _______     Regular ($15) _____   Sustaining ($ 50 w/ free conference registration)________

Emeritus (must be retired from active service and have been a regular member for 15 continuous years) _________________

List areas of interest:

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   Tennessee Communication Association

Mail checks & forms to:
Dr. Linda Lyle, 5903 Magazine Road, Knoxville, TN  37920

Office phone:  423-974-3849;  Home phone: 423-577-4416;  E-mail:  LLYLE@utk.edu
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TCA
Tennessee Communication Association

Nomination Form for Speech Communicator of the Year

The Speech Communicator of the Year has been given traditionally to any person who by virtue of service
or performance has contributed substantially to the purposes of speech communication in Tennessee.   Al-
though this person is usually a TSCA member, he/she does not have to belong to the association.   If enough
support exists, deans or other college officials, as well as governmental officials, may be submitted as appro-
priate candidates. We invite you to nominate candidates for this year’s award.  A committee of the associa-
tion, appointed by the President, will select the award winner, based on information you provide through this
nomination.  The award winner will be formally recognized at the awards luncheon as part of the annual
meeting.

Name of nominee:

Institutional affiliation of nominee:

Name of Nominator:

Institutional affiliation of nominator:

Nominator’s phone number & e-mail address

Rationale for nomination (please feel free to include additional materials):

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS AUGUST 1, 2000
Send all nominations to:  Dr. Linda Lyle,  5903 Magazine Road, Knoxville, TN  37920



Tennessee  Communicator   is  published  by  the  Tennessee Communication  Association  through  the generosity  of  The  University  of   Memphis  (layout by Dionne Chalmers).   The
purpose  of  the Tennessee Communicator   is  to   inform   the  membership  about  news  and  issues  of   the association.    Submit  materials  to:  Dr.  Richard  R. Ranta,  Editor;    The
University of  Memphis;  College  of   Communication  and  Fine   Arts;   CFA 232 ;  Memphis, Tennessee  3 8152-; email:  rranta@memphis.edu

88888

TENNESSEE COMMUNICATOR TENNESSEE COMMUNICATOR TENNESSEE COMMUNICATOR TENNESSEE COMMUNICATOR TENNESSEE COMMUNICATOR is printed on Hammermill Text generously donated by International Paper.

TCA
Tennessee Communication Association

Nomination Form for Outstanding Communication Educator of the Year

Each year, TSCA recognizes an individual who has made a significant contribution to speech education in the state of Tennessee,
and is normally awarded to a teaching member of  TSCA.    We invite you to nominate candidates for this year’s award.  A
committee of the association, appointed by the President, will select the award winner, based on information you provide through
this nomination.  The award winner will be formally recognized at the awards luncheon as part of the annual meeting.

Name of nominee:

Institutional affiliation of nominee:

Name of Nominator:

Institutional affiliation of nominator:

Nominator’s phone number & e-mail address

Rationale for nomination (please feel free to include additional materials):

Send all nominations to:  Dr. Linda Lyle, 5903 Magazine Road, Knoxville, TN  37920
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS AUGUST 1, 2000


