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David Ramsey Honored with
Communicator of the Year Award

Send news to:
Simone Notter Wilson
University of Memphis
snotter@memphis.edu

For more information about the 
Tennessee Communication Asso-
ciation, contact: 
Judi Truitt
Volunteer State Community College
judi.truitt@volstate.edu

on tuesday, September 1, 2009, ralph 

Hillman presented Dave ramsey with the 

tca communicator of the Year award. in 

ramsey’s Financial Peace tV Studio in cool 

Springs, tennessee, Hillman announced: 

“Dave, for years you have very clearly 

provided good solid financial and personal 

advice through speaking opportunities to 

small and large audiences, training through 

your Financial Peace courses and to an ever 

expanding radio and tV audience.

Your analysis of our financial situation 

whether at the personal, business or national 

level continues to be a source of encourage-

ment to a growing audience.

Dave ramsey, i am proud to present you 

with the tca communicator of the Year 

award.”

David Ramsey is a financial author, radio host, 

television personality, and motivational speaker.

His syndicated radio program The Dave Ram-

sey Show is heard on more than 400 radio sta-

tions throughout the United States and Canada, 

as well as on XM and Sirius satellite radio. He 

has written numerous books and has been fea-

tured on many media outlets including The 

Oprah Winfrey Show, 60 Minutes, and The 

Early Show on CBS. He is the host of The Dave 

Ramsey Show on the Fox Business Network.
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Communication Educator of the Year Award
Goes to Janet McCormick 

Janet mccormick is one of our most 

talented teachers. Her student 

evaluations are some of the best in 

the university.  She is a faculty member who 

is respected by both students and her peers.  

Dr. mccormick’s students learn, in a sense, 

without knowing they are learning.  one 

student said of Dr. mccormick, “[She] did 

a fantastic job at breaking down the course 

and making it beneficial and interesting; by 

far my favorite teacher at mtSu.” 

Janet mccormick has mastered the 

technique of teaching through group 

experiences and games, yet challenging 

students.  Students actually enjoy the 

learning process in her classes!  another 

student described Dr. mccormick’s class 

as follows:  “the class was not easy but she 

makes it so fun and interactive that it’s easy 

to get a good grade.”  

Students are also able to apply learning 

to ‘real-world’ experiences through 

Dr. mccormick’s participation in the 

Experiential Learning Program at middle 

tennessee State university.  Experiential 

Learning has been a hallmark of Dr. 

McCormick’s instruction.  She is certified 

to teach Experiential Learning courses at 

middle tennessee State university, and uses 

this approach in all her classes.  in addition, 

Janet mccormick also teaches online.  thus, 

Dr. mccormick is a versatile instructor as 

well---able to teach face-to-face, apply course 

theory to practice through Experiential 

Learning, and  deliver courses in an online 

format---and has the ability to reach 

students with a variety of learning abilities 

and preferences.  “charismatic and makes 

learning enjoyable” is how a third student 

described Dr. mccormick’s teaching style.

Her teaching expertise was previously 

recognized by middle tennessee State 

university, which gave to her an 

outstanding teacher award in 2007.

it is with the highest regard for her work as 

a teacher that i nominate Janet mccormick 

for tca outstanding instructor of the Year.

certainly, there is no individual who is more 

deserving of this award.

Students about Janet McCormick:

Dr. McCormick was my teacher for Intercultural 

Communication. I am not a communication 

major, but an education major. This class 

sounded extremely boring and I was not looking 

forward to it al all. Dr. McCormick made the 

class very informative and extremely enjoyable. 

She made it one of the best classes of my college 

experience. She is one of the most gifted teachers 

that I have ever had in my whole educational 

career, which spans more than 18 years. 

She has an exceptional gift for open-minded 

communication.

Nathan Shell

By Rebecca M. Fischer
Chair, Department of Speech & Theatre

Middle Tennssee State University



Early one morning, nearly 15 years 

ago, i stumbled into the Speech 

Department office at UT Knoxville, 

where Dr. Faye Julian—my friend and 

mentor for more than 20 years—was rushing 

to go, who knows where (probably to save 

a life or two), when she paused, looked me 

in the eye, and declared, “Linda, you’re 

going to tSca this year! i need your help 

with my readers theatre session!” Well, 

Faye Julian’s needing help with a readers 

theatre is like Shakespeare needing help 

with Hamlet, but before i could ask “Go 

where?” Dr. J. had sprinted out the door.  i 

turned to the secretary, who simply handed 

me a sheet of paper and deadpanned, “Here’s 

your membership form.” 

to paraphrase truman capote, “When Dr 

J. looked at you like that, what was there to 

say?” that was my rookie year. But in the 

years that would followed, there would be no 

greater influence upon my career than this 

organization—except, of course, that of Dr. 

Faye Julian herself.

now, for all you youngsters, tSca, 

the tennessee Speech communication 

association was the name of this assembly 

before we voted to embrace believers and 

infidels, and dropped “speech” from our name 

so everyone would feel welcome. that year, 

the years she served as president, as well as 

any of her other 40 plus years as a dedicated 

member, has only been one of Dr. Julian’s 

countless contributions to tca. 

most of her gifts go quietly unnoticed, but all 

have had a profound impact upon literally 

everyone who has crossed her path. ask 

Kina Mallard, whose career Dr. J. launched 

with a well-timed question, like for all of us 

whose doctoral committees she so graciously 

suffered. ask Len assante, whose name Dr. 

J. repeated so often during his first meeting 

with us, that next thing he knew, he was our 

President.  ask malcolm mcavoy, or any one 

of us who’s had Faye Julian in our corner, 

and you’ll always hear some version of the 

same theme:  we would never be where we 

are today had Faye not touched us with her 

wonderful life.  indeed, she is and always 

has been a “George Bailey” figure to her 

students, her departments and colleges, 

the University of Tennessee Knoxville, and 

not least, the tennessee communication 

association with or without “speech.” 

i could stand here and read an endless 

litany of her service-centered achievements:  

children’s theatre Director, Director of 

Graduate Studies, Speech Department 

head, associate Dean for academic affairs, 

Dean of UTK’s College of Communication 

& information Science, a two-term faculty 

senator, a three-time delegate to the 

commission for Women, a member of 

tennessee’s Higher Education commission. 

Dorotha Norton Spirit of Service Award
for Faye Julian
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MARk YOuR CAlENDAR
February 1, 2010
Research Briefs submissions are due. 

Proposals need to be discussed with 

Sandra Sarkela before the due date.

April 15, 2010
Awards nominations are due.

April 15, 2010
Office/interest chair nominations are 

due.

May 7, 2010
Student papers for the 2010 confer-

ence are due. Send proposals to Debra 

Jones.

June 1, 2010
Professional papers/panels for the 2010 

conference are due. Send submissions 

to Linda Lyle.

July 1, 2010
Reservation and registration begins for 

2010 Fall Conference at Middle Tennes-

see State University.

September 1, 2010
Reservation and registration deadline 

for 2010 Fall Conference at Middle Ten-

nessee State University.

September 10 & 11, 2010
2010 Fall Conference at Middle Tennes-

see State University.

September 16 & 17, 2011
KCA/TCA Joint Conference at Lake 

Barkley State Resort Park in Cadiz, Ken-

ntucky

By Linda Lyle
University of Tennessee at Knoxville

Continued on page 4
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See what i mean?  and not least, Faye has 

served on nearly every kind of committee 

and interest group tca has ever dreamed 

up, in addition to having been our sometime 

President and Educator of the Year.

But as dazzling as it is, Faye’s resume can in 

no way begin to capture the extent to which 

she has served the greater good in general, 

and tca in particular.  She makes things 

happen; she sets a high bar and then boosts 

us over it; she lets no good deed go unnoticed; 

she is a one-woman network; she invests 

in people.  one can never tell where or how 

far her influence will travel. Even so, Faye 

never, ever takes credit for herself; she’s too 

busy praising the cabooses, even when she’s 

driving the train.

i am therefore deeply honored to present 

the Dorotha norton Spirit of Service award 

for 2009 to our distinguished and beloved 

colleague, mentor, and friend, Dr. Faye 

Derryberry Julian.

Continued on page 5

By Simone Wilson
University of Memphis

university of Memphis Communication Student 
Interns at National Cancer Institute

tesfa alexander, second-year doctoral 

student studying cross-cultural health 

communication in the Department of 

communication, was selected for the highly 

competitive and prestigious internship in 

health communication with the national 

cancer institute (nci) in Bethesda, 

maryland. in august, alexander began his 

six month term in nci’s communication 

Planning and coordination Branch of the 

Office of Communications. 

His responsibilities include using evidence-

based strategies to plan for the effective 

dissemination of nci’s information to diverse 

audiences and coordinating cross-divisional 

communications issues/activities related to 

special programs and initiatives. 

“current and predicted cancer incidence and 

mortality rates among african americans 

underscore the notion that more needs to be 

done in the field of health communication 

to help break down barriers that contribute 

to higher cancer rates among ethnic 

minorities,” alexander says. “nci recognizes 

this need, along with the significant 

contribution strategic health communication 

can make in the reduction of cancer 

health disparities. it is this unwavering 

devotion to the field and most of all, 

commitment to improving the health of the 

underrepresented that inspires me to become 

an active member of the nci community.”  

in addition, nci interns frequently 

work on high-profile assignments such 

as, researching and developing briefing 

materials for the President’s cancer Panel, 

developing comprehensive communication 

plans and multimedia presentations for 
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the Science Writers’ seminars, as well as 

assisting with the creation and revision of 

Consumer Health Profiles (CHP) materials.

alexander came to memphis with a 

professional background in global healthcare 

public relations and a passion for social 

justice. He is currently exploring barriers 

in the development and implementation 

of effective public health strategies that 

reduce socioeconomic health disparities 

domestically and abroad. Since his arrival 

in memphis, alexander has been involved 

in innovative research that ranges from 

working with health administrators at 

methodist university Hospital in memphis 

to developing a communication intervention 

that enhances relationship-centered care for 

patients suffering from co-morbidities, to 

conducting fieldwork in Southwest Uganda 

that bridges the communication gap between 

traditional and modern health practitioners 

to increase quality healthcare access for 

ugandans living in rural communities. 

He was invited to join Phi Kappa Phi this 

past march, and won the honor society’s 

competitive scholarship.

the nci, the largest of the 27 institutes of 

the national institutes of Health (niH), is 

the Federal Government’s principal agency 

for cancer research and training. the nci 

coordinates the national cancer Program, 

which conducts and supports research, 

training, health information dissemination, 

and other programs that focus on cause, 

diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of 

cancer, rehabilitation from cancer, and the 

continuing care of cancer patients as well as 

the families of cancer patients.

STuDENT PAPER WINNERS
Top Graduate Student Paper
Melody Lehn

University of Memphis

 

Top undergraduate Student Paper

Eric Covington

Middle Tennessee State University

2010 TCA FAll CONFERENCE 
AT MIDDlE TENNESSEE STATE 

the 2010 conference will be held in murfreersboro on September 11 & 12. on Friday, 
participants will meet at mtSus Foundation House and on Saturday the conference will 
continue in the Doubletree Hotel conference room. reservations at the Doubletree Hotel can 
be mad as early as July 1 for the sate rate of $70. conference registrations are due to Judi 
truitt on September 1, 2010.
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Since taking office, President Obama’s policy 

initiatives have been met with a pugnacious 

partisanism that has severely undermined 

his signature campaign themes of unity, 

hope, and change. Four representative 

anecdotes display this growing truculence. 

Earlier this summer, obama traveled the 

country to spell out the details of his health 

care reform plan. at many of these public 

venues, attendants brought loaded weapons. 

in the fall, the mere intention to deliver an 

inspirational “back to school” address to our 

nation’s children elicited unrealistic fears 

and ad hominem attacks. most recently, we 

all became acquainted with South carolina 

congressman, Joe Wilson, whose hue and 

cry of “You lie” during obama’s health care 

reform address garnered him much notoriety 

but did little for reaching consensus on the 

bill. Finally, FreedomWorks and the tea 

Party Patriots, anti-obama factions, took 

part in a taxpayers march on Washington 

and plan future protests. these episodes lead 

one to ask: What happened to hope?

my current project, “the Vivacity of Hope: 

obama’s anecdotal Eloquence in the iowa 

Victory Speech,” returns us to a more hopeful 

time in american politics. on a snowy night 

in Iowa, Barack Obama became the first 

african-american presidential candidate to 

win an iowa caucus. revisiting this moment 

and the positive energy surrounding it may 

temporarily elevate our collective self–

esteem, but for those who study rhetoric, 

much can be gained by looking closely at this 

speech text and obama’s artistry. What we 

learn is that hope is not just a trope. We are 

reminded of the rhetorical power of pathos 

Research Briefs 

By Chris Oldenburg
University of Memphis

Continued on page 7

A Note from the Research Briefs Editor:  
the research Briefs column will be published in each edition of the tca newsletter. at the 

annual meeting in September, TCA members agreed that authors and topics should reflect 

the diversity of the organization. authors will alternate between student and faculty. in 

addition, authors will be selected from  different types of institutions, various geographical 

regions and interest areas.

the spring issue will feature an essay focusing on the 2009 tca conference theme:  commu-

nications in a modern World. 

if you have a research project representing this theme, and would like to submit a research 

brief for the newsletter, please contact Dr. Sandra J. Sarkela, Department of communication, 

university of memphis at: ssarkela@memphis.edu. Submission deadline is February 1, 2010.

Obama’s Eloquent Anecdotes: 
A Rhetorical Inspection of the Vivacity of Hope
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and vivacity’s ability to move an electorate to 

action through powerful depictions of social 

truths. 

After a surprisingly definitive victory 

over Hillary clinton and John Edwards 

in the iowa democratic caucus, Barack 

obama addressed a crowd of supporters 

and those watching on television. among 

other things, obama’s iowa victory speech 

culminated with a five point delineation 

and personification of hope in the form of 

vivid anecdotes. it may seem odd to look for 

obama’s eloquence in such unlikely places 

as lowly anecdotes. But for those who follow 

american politics, obama’s use of anecdote 

hardly seems unusual or inappropriate, since 

over three past decades the anecdote has 

become a common and thoroughly familiar 

instrument in the american rhetorical 

toolbox. through a close and careful analysis 

of these anecdotes, i explore how, among 

many things, anecdotes generate vivacity 

and lend rhetorical presence to the words, 

ideas, beliefs, and arguments of a speaker. 

in obama’s case, the vivacity generated by 

anecdotes is intended to produce liminal and 

holistic impressions of hope that invite his 

audience to identify with average americans, 

obama himself, and  increase momentum for 

his campaign. 

i argue that the “vivacity of hope” functions 

rhetorically in four central ways. First, it 

confutes the criticisms of hope as empty and 

abstract, a “blind optimism” that ignores 

enormous tasks, “sits on the sidelines,” and 

“shirks from a fight.” Second, hope is made 

lucid through the use of sensorial imagery 

and vitality tropes. By vitality tropes, i 

simply mean inventive appeals to life and life 

giving processes. 

third, hope is contingent on dimensions of 

temporality. Hope is a portrayed as future 

oriented concept, and obama’s anecdotes 

provide evidence for its effectivity through 

present day and historical exemplifications. I 

might add, in obama’s anecdotal depictions 

of those mundane and meaningful moments 

in america’s story, hope’s transcendence is 

never immediate. the anecdotal experiences 

that obama portrays must confront 

roadblocks, setbacks, fights, fear, despair, 

and adversity if impressions of hope, with all 

their positive yearnings for restoration and 

renewal, are to be reified. Obama’s version 

of hope is unique. one hopes not because 

there is an absence of hope. nor is it hope 

for hope’s sake, the gratuitous pushing 

of positive thinking and unwarranted 

optimism. rather, it is a hope “in spite of.”  

We might think of hope as a homeopathic 

emotion, manifested only in dialectical 

encounters with opposition. 

Finally, hope is “fleshed out” by synecdochic 

personifications that unite the stories of 

ordinary and extraordinary americans 

and obama’s own identity narrative with 

america’s broader story. Yes, hope is in 

america’s Dna. obama’s “vivacity of hope” 

embodies america’s synecdochically nuanced 

motto, “e pluribus unum, out of many, one” 

and prods the electorate to recommit to the 

consubstantial ideals of, “not red states or 

blues states, but the united States.” Perhaps 

the most vivid instantiation of hope was 

the iowa victory itself. it was a tangible 

enactment of hope, an authentic moment 

that became real and felt; it imbued life 

and energy into the campaign and allowed 

america to, in obama’s words, “believe 

again.”

Dr. Christopher Oldenburg currently teaches 

in the Department of Communication at The 

University of Memphis.  This essay will be 

presented at the National Communication 

Association Conference in Chicago this 

November in the African American 

Communication and Culture Division. 
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TCA/kCA JOINT CONFERENCE 
AT lAkE BARklEY IN 2011 

The Kenntucky Communication Association has reserved Lake Barkley State Resort Park for 
a joint conference, September 16 & 17, 2011. We encourage tca members to make plans now 
to attend this very special conference. We will keep you updated as plans come together.

NEWS & NOTES
Call for papers and reviews
Communication Teacher, a quarterly teaching 

resource, is soliciting manuscripts. For more 

information, e-mai Deanna Sellnow at com-

mteacher@uky.edu or visit http://www.tandf.

co.uk/journals/titles/17404622.asp

Communication Education is soliciting compre-

hensive major literature reviews (empirical or 

narrative) on important facets of instructional, 

developmental and related professional com-

munication. Both senior and junior scholars 

are encouraged to submit reviews. For more 

information, contact melanie Booth-Butter-

field, Department of Communication Studies 

at West Virginia university at mbooth@wvu.

edu or visit: http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/

titles/03634523.asp

Academic Notes
the Department of communication at Volun-

teer State community college announces the 

appointment of melissa tyndall as instructor 

of communication and the re-appointment of 

Jennifer Pitts as instructor of communication. 

Dave Warner, associate professor of communi-

cation, is on leave for the Fall, 2009 semester.

Public relations students at Vol State formed 

a student run PR firm (“The 240 Agency”) and 

developed the Pr and marketing plan for Vol 

State’s SacS-required Quality Enhancement 

Plan (QEP.)  The QEP, called “SEEK,” will 

focus on critical thinking and problem-solving 

skills.  the program developed by the students 

includes a promotional DVD, publications, 

student contests and giveaways, promotional 

materials and official logo. The program is be-

ing implemented in the Fall, 2009 semester.

Walter Kirkpatrick, associate profes-

sor of communication at the university 

of memphis, announced that he will 

retire in the summer of 2010. 

Kirkpatrick, a former TCA president 

and recipient of the tca communi-

cation Educator of the Year award 

focused his ademic interest primarily 

on organizational communication.  

in particular, supervisor/employee 

interactions, the use of dialogue in 

organizations, organizational commit-

ment, and elements of organizational 

culture. 

He has worked as a consultant with 

a number of organizations including 

Federal Express, Holiday corporation, 

Harrah’s casinos and international 

Paper to improve their supervisory 

communication management compe-

tencies and employee commitment. 

Kirkpatrick was named College of 

communication and Fine arts advisor 

of the Year twice, received the uni-

versity college’s advisor of the Year 

award, and the university of memphis 

Distinguished teaching award.

Walter kirkpatrick Retires 
from university of Memphis
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TCA Minutes from September 12, 2009
Greg Simerly, Past President, stood in for President, Debra Jones, who was unable to attend. He called the meeting to order on Saturday, September 12, 
2009 at natchez trace State Park. 31 people were present. thanks were expressed to President-Elect teresa collard for her excellent work as program 
planner.

The minutes of the spring 2009 meeting were approved., and the 2009 financial report was presented and accepted.

Membership/Conference Attendance/Schools Represented: 45 present at conference; 35 members for 2009/10; 14 schools represented at conference: 
Middle Tennessee State, UT at Knoxville, University of Memphis, Columbia State, Volunteer State, Tennessee Tech, Union, UT at Martin, Walters State, 
Freed-Hardeman, austin Peay, memphis theological Seminar, northeast, cumberland university

Past President’s Remarks: We miss having Debra at the conference. We feel that Dortha and David  are with us.

TCA Awards)

 outgoing President  Debra Jones

 communication Educator  Janet mccormick

 communicator of the Year  David ramsey

 Dorotha norton Spirit of Service Faye Julian

 Graduate Student Paper  melody Lehn, university of memphis

 undergraduate Student Paper  Eric covington, mtSu

Introduction of 2009/10 TCA Officers and Interest Group Chairs:

 President: teresa collard, ut martin

 President-Elect: Linda Lyle, UT Knoxville

 Executive Director: Judi truitt, Volunteer State

 Past President: Debra Jones, chattanooga State

 newsletter Editor : richard ranta, university of memphis

 argumentation/Forensics: malcolm mcavoy, Walters State

 corporate/organizational: Janet mccormick, middle tn

 curriculum/instruction: Pam Gray, austin Peay

 Interpersonal/Small Group: Kevin Trowbridge, Lee

 mass communication: chris Blair, union

 rhetoric and Public address: Sandra Sarkela, university of memphis

Old Business 

membership initiative: regional membership chairs (sent pens to hand out)

 West tennessee: abbey Lackey

 middle tennessee: arthur Hunt

 East tennessee: taylor richard

Research Briefs Project:

motion was made and approved to solicit 800-1000 word research briefs in communication Studies from both faculty and students to be put in our 
newsletter (one essay, twice a year). one call will be based on a theme, and one call will be open. Sandra Sarkela (university of memphis) will receive the 
essays. She will write a summary of the motion, which will then be emailed to the membership.

New Business

Webmaster, Dave Warner, is on medical leave. tca expresses our gratitude for his many years of service. Jennifer Pitts, Volunteer State community 
College, was elected to fill this position.

a committee was appointed last year to formulate a proposal recognizing faculty who motivate students to present at tca. Greg Simerly, Linda Lyle, and 
russell church were on that committee. Based on their recommendation, a motion was made and approved to present a plaque to the advisor/mentor of the 
top Graduate Student paper, the top undergraduate Student Paper, and the top community college Student Paper at the conference each year.

a motion was made and approved for tca to pay membership dues, conference registration, and hotel expenses for the Executive Director each year. a 
motion was made and approved to purchase tca tote bags to sell to members, and tca lapel pins to give to members who attend the conference. a motion 
was made and approved to leave the conference registration fee at $50 for pre-registration, but set it at $60 for on-site registration.

Jeff Hoyer, ut martin, volunteered to set up a program to publish the conference proceedings beginning next year.

announcements:

2010 Conference September 10-11 at MTSU (we will stay with this weekend except when meeting with KCA); 2011 Conference September 16-17 (with 
KCA) at Lake Barkley State Resort Park, Cadiz, KY; 2012 Conference at Falls Creek Falls; 2013 Conference at Volunteer State Community College

2009 Conference Financial Report: Income: $2,238; Expenses: Name Badges (81.49); Programs (259.50); Lanyards (241.60); Breaks (51.80); Students 
Awards (200) Keynote Speaker (175); Trophies (288) Natchez Trace (1,138); Total Expenses ($2,435.39); Difference (-$197.39)



2010/11 TCA Membership Form
Name:

Institution Represented:

Full-time Faculty Adjunct Faculty Retired Faculty Student Independent

Preferred Mailing Address:

E-mail Address:
(The TCA newsletter will be send electronically!)

Phone: (work)      (home)

Membership:

 New Member (first year free)

 Student $5

 Regular $25

 Adjunct Faculty $10

 Sustaining $65 with free conference registration 

 Emeritus, no fee 
 Must be retired from active service and have been a regular member for 15 continuous years.

The TCA membership year runs from fall conference to fall conference!

Please make checks payable to: Tennessee Communication Association

Mail check and completed form(s) to:

Judi Truitt, TCA Executive Director     For more information contact:  
Volunteer State Community College     (615) 452-8600 Ext. 3781
123 Ramer Administration Bldg.     or e-mail judi.truitt@volstate.edu
1480 Nashville Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066

 Yes, I will attend the 2010 TCA conference, and the $50 conference fee for this year is enclosed.

 Yes, I will attend the 2010 TCA conference. I am a student presenter and don’t have to pay a con-  
 ference fee.

 Yes, I will attend the Friday evening dinner.

 Yes, I will attend the Saturday breakfast business meeting.

 

Note: The registartion fee will not be reduced if you don’t attend meal events.

2010 Conference Registration


