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Executive Director Dorotha Norton died from an
accidental head injury in the spring of 2006.
This is a copy of the text delivered by interim
Executive Director Linda Lyle at the TCA 2006
fall Conference.

We gather at this time to inaugurate the
Dorotha Norton Spirit of Service
Award, in honor of our late friend and

colleague for whom this tribute is named. In my
view, nothing could be more fitting. Dorotha
never went the mere extra mile; in serving
others, she went where there was no path and
blazed a trail. Her energy was so palpable, so
tangible, that it— and she— will always be a
part of this organization. In fact, I'm sure she’s
with us at this very moment, so I’d best watch
my grammar and sentence structure.

Ifirst encountered Dorotha some 25 years
ago when I was a new high school forensics
coach attending my first tournament. I was

hanging around the coach's lounge, no doubt
looking as lost as I felt, when suddenly the door
flew open and Dorotha arrived. Those of you
who knew her best will understand my saying
that she “arrived.” Dorotha never merely
entered a room; she was always on a mission,
wherever she was. She had reasons for
everything she did, and her entire persona
communicated what I would describe as
“purpose-in-action.”

On this particular day, the person
running the tab room was taken ill.
Dorotha had agreed to take over this

thankless and formidable task, and she needed
an assistant. Being new to the political
innuendos of forensics tournaments, I didn’t
understand the hubbub that broke out at this
request.  Seemed simple enough to me. but
before I could think another thought, Dorotha
spied me skulking near the donut plate, strode

over and said, “Young lady, aren’t you the new
coach from Knoxville? Before I could swallow
my mouthful of pastry and choke out an
answer, she continued. “Well, this is a
wonderful opportunity for you to learn how a
tab room works. Follow me, please.” I followed.
Fact is, I was scared to death not to.

Before we’d walked 30 feet, Dorotha
began to put me at ease. Remarkably,
she already knew my name. She

introduced herself, then said that she had seen
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A Tribute to
Dorotha Norton
The TCA would like to thank the
following speakers:

Russel Church
Chair
Middle Tennesse State University

Administrative Representatives
University of Tennessee at Martin

Jerald Ogg
Interim Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs

Robert Nanney
Chair of the Department of
Communication

Faculty Representatives
University of Tennessee at Martin

Teresa Collard
Tomi Parrish
Jeff Hoyer
Richard Robinson
Stacy Freed

some of my team members perform in the last
round and that she 
was impressed with my coaching skills. I still
don’t know how she knew all that, but I went
from frightened to fawning in about 60 seconds
flat. I’ve been a fan of Dorotha’s ever since, and
before that day was over, I’d learned a valuable
lesson: Dorotha had a way of knowing
something about everything. Moreover, I can
still run a tournament tab room— right down to
cross-ex power matching. That’s the kind of
teacher Dorotha was. You never forgot what she
taught you. Thankfully, that day began only the
first of many lessons that I had the privilege of
learning from her, all of which may be
summarized by her own credo-in-action: Life is
best lived by serving others. The Dorotha
Norton Spirit of Service Award is meant to
honor her life of remarkably unselfish service

and, at least in my view, to remember Dorotha’s
uncommonly luminous soul. It is both fitting
and proper that we do so.

Being a good Episcopalian, I rarely quote
scripture in public, but as I conclude
these remarks, one verse keeps swirling

about my brain: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might.”   By putting all her
“might” into everything she did, Dorotha Norton
has left a priceless legacy of service, not only for
those here present, but for all who knew her—
and through them, for generations yet unborn.

May light perpetual shine upon her, and
may we all continue to be inspired by
the light that was her life.

The spirit of TCA lives on and is still
strong. This despite the challenging year
we have had. The coming together of of

Dorotha Norton’s family, of her department at
UT Martin, and our membership for a Tribute
to Dorotha Norton at our fall conference was
an incredible experience for all who were there.
It was a tribute not only to Dorotha’s life and
spirit, but also to the spirit of our TCA members.
The inauguration of a new award The Dorotha
Norton Spirit Award will insure that Dorotha
will always be a part of TCA.

In order to maintain this vital spirit in TCA, we
must keep working to bring new members into
our organization. I think that our most
immediate concern should be membership
development. We may need to look at
developing a special ad hoc committee just to
address this area.

Another part of maintaining a vital association
is continuing to offer challenging annual
conferences. The joint conference, which we
are planning with the Kenntucky
Communication Association (KCA) for 2008 is a
great opportunity to stimulate professional
development and to have an impact regionally—
to take a step up professionally as an
association.

I want to thank everyone, especially our officers
and interest group chairs for the great work and
support they provided this year. The result was
shown in the quality of our fall conference. A
special thanks goes to Dave Warner of
Volunteer State, who has worked so hard for
TCA and has been so helpful to me over the past
two years.

As we look forward to the coming year, I am
pleased to note some positive steps we have
taken, such as:

Development of an officer’s manual 

Development of a prospective member
database of 300 professionals in
Tennessee

Development of an upgraded conference
program, including abstracts of panelist’s
papers

Plans for panel registration on the TCA
website 

Plans to host a 2008 “sub-regional”
conference to be held with the KCA

Hopefully, we can continue to work together for
the strengthening of our profession in our state
and region.
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The Spirit of TCA Lives on
Malcom McAvoy, Immediate Past President
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Since I came to the University of Memphis
in 1977, I have seen TCA expand in
numbers, diversity of members and

programs. Those developments stem from the
commitment of many individuals across the
state. The Association now faces new
challenges. 2007 should prove to be an
important opportunity for transition and
development.

The Association stands at a critical stage.
Over the last two years TCA has lost a
number of its most ardent and active

supporters. Mike and Susie Osborn have
retired, and John Campbell has returned to
Washington. With the death of Executive
Director Dorotha Norton, we have lost our most
dedicated, tireless and passionate supporter.
These difficulties have been eased by the
emergence of new leadership. David Warner
and Malcolm McAvoy have provided excellent
leadership and have maintained the
Association’s strong foundation. Linda Lyle,

Ralph Hillman, and David Walker have also
helped guide us through this difficult period.
Once again, Russell Church and the folks at
Middle Tennessee State University were superb
hosts for the Fall Convention.

We are stronger because of the
contributions from our members;
stronger because of increasing

undergraduate and graduate student
participation; stronger because of a significant
increase in both the quantity and quality of the
research presented in a diverse array of
programs

Now we need to turn our attention to
planning the 2007 Convention. Please
get your program or presentation ideas

to Greg Simerly and the appropriate interest
group chairs. The quality of the Convention
depends on the efforts of our members, their

Iwould like to thank the executive committee
for allowing me to serve as Executive
Director for the Tennessee Communication

Association.

I had a wonderful time at the fall conference in
Murfreesboro, and enjoyed meeting many of
you. I look forward to working with you in the
future. I was associated with the Kentucky
Communication Association for fifteen years,
and my experiences with that group were very
rewarding. I always learned so much at the
conferences, and made important contacts as
well as lifelong friendships. I know that
Tennessee will provide similar opportunities.

If I can assist you in any way please contact me.
at Volunteer State Community College in
Gallatin.

E-mail: judi.truitt@volstate.edu

President’s Message

Greetings from the Executive Director

Walter Kirkpatrick, President

Judi Truitt, Executive Director

Continued on page 4

Past President Dave Warner with Graduate
Paper Winner Andre Johnson of the
University of Memphis

Undergraduate Paper Winner Rachel
Petersen of Lee University.



The 2006 Tennessee Communication
Association Convention was held on
September 29 and 30 at the Foundation

House of Middle Tennessee State University
(MTSU) in Murfreesboro. The 2006 Annual
Meeting was dedicated to the memory of
Executive Director Dorotha Norton who had
died in the spring from a head injury, which was
the result of a fall. She had been President of the
TCA and had served as Executive Director since
2000.

The first panel
concerning Online
C o m m u n i c a t i o n

Courses began at noon,
after Chattanooga State
University’s Debra Jones’s
introduced Mike Gotcher,
Ellen Kanervo, and Pam
Gray. Each gave a
different perspective of
online communication
courses. At 1 p.m. Coreen
Jackson of Tennessee
State University (TSU)
illustrated aspects of
Service Learning, followed
by Stephanie Stokes-Eley
of the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga
(UT Chattanooga) and
Paula Kinchen of
Chattanooga State.

Just 45 minutes later, Eletra S. Gilchrist of
MTSU presented a new way to teach the
One-Variable Chi-Square. At 2:15 p.m.

Greg Simerly, teamed with Andrew Butler and
MTSU’s debate team for a presentation on the
Current Landscape of Intercollegiate Debate.
The afternoon session shifted to Mass
Communication as Clay Scott of Volunteer State
Community College (VSCC) presented a panel
of four papers. Chioma N. Marbrey of the
University of Tennessee at Knoxville (UT
Knoxville) examined U.S. President Bush’s
professional reputation through a quality

analysis of newspaper opinion and commentary.
Liqun Yan of TSU followed with an analysis of
the changes a Chinese regional newspaper
implemented to survive in the new China.
Jerald Ogg, Jr. of the University of Tennessee at
Martin (UT Martin) looked at freedom of
expression issues related to the European crisis
over the Danish cartoons portraying the prophet
Mohammed. The panel concluded with Roger
Heinrich of MTSU examining the coverage of

the 1918 flu pandemic by the New York Times,
and the Knoxville Journal-Tribune. Janine W.
Dunlap of Freed-Hardeman University (FHU)
began the second Mass Communication session
with a paper on Teaching Values Using
Entertainment-Education Videos. Robert Ringer
of Walters State followed with Southern Gospel
Music’s Alliance to Conservative, Right Wing
Politics Using Barry Brummentt’s Multitextul
Mosaic Approach. Jim Miller of UT Knoxville
presented a paper on The Intersection of First
Amendment Rights and the Student Press at
Private Institutions of Higher Education. Coreen

Save the Date

TCA 2007 Conference
Mark your calendar for the TCA
2007 Conference at Middle
Tennesse State University’s
Foundation House, September 21
and 22, 2007.

TCA and KCA 2008 Sub-
Regional Conference
The Tennesse and Kentucky
Communication Associations will
hold a joint conference in 2008 in
Tennessee. Faculty from schools in
northern Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi, southern Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois will be invited to attend
and present.
The committee will review options
in a areas, such as interest group
programs, sponsorship, meals,
facilities, housing, special programs
and/or panels, entertainment,
registration, attandance and
hospitality.
Please send your ideas and
suggestions to one of the committee
members.

Members of the planning
committee include:

2007-2008 President-Elect

Len Assante
Volunteer State Community College

Debra Jones
Chattanooga State Technical
Community College

Marci Nimick
East Tennessee State University

Greg Simerly
Middle Tennessee State University

Kevin Trowbridge
Lee University

Judi Truitt
Volunteer State Community College

Dave Warner, Chair
Volunteer State Community College

willingness to share their research, teaching
techniques, and ideas. We also need to support
Judi Truitt, our new Executive Director.

Ihope you all have an exciting and productive
spring semester. With your help we can
continue to move the association forward.

TCA Contact Information
(615) 452-8600 Ext. 3781
www2.volstate.edu/tca
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TCA 2006 Conference
“Communication: A Tool for Leadership”

Richard R. Ranta, Editor

A University of Memphis student panel presents papers on “Defining Voice:
American Women Find New Opportunities” at the TCA fall Convention.

Continued on page 7



Congratulations
Len Assante and Dave Warner
Len Assante, Chair of the
Communication Department at
Volunteer State Community College
(VSCC) and an associate professor, and
David Warner, an associate professor of
Communication at VSCC received
Volunteer State’s 2006 Outstanding
Faculty Award at commencement in May.
This is the first time in recent memory
that two faculty members from the same
department won the award in a single
year.

David Johnson
David Johnson, an associate professor of
Communication and English at
Volunteer State Community College
(VSCC) won the Tennessee Theater
Association’s Community Theater
Competition Best Director Award.
David will be competing at the regional
level in Atlanta in March 2007.

David Appleby and Allison Graham
David Appleby, Professor of
Communication at the University of
Memphis has been awarded the Union
Planters Bank/Benjamin W. Rawlins Jr.
Meritorious Professorship Recognition
Award.
Allison Graham, Professor of
Communication at the University of
Memphis, reveived the First Tennessee
Bank Professorship. Both awards were
established to help the University retain
outstanding faculty.

Marvin R. Bensman
Marvin R. Bensman, Professor Emeritus
of Communication at the University of
Memphis co-authored Prime-Time
Television: A Concise History, for the
Praeger Television Collection (2006).
Bensman was also responsible for the
chapter New Media and Technical
Records, published in Methods of
Historical Analysis in Electronic Media, a
text  for advanced graduate history
methods courses.

Rick Fischer
Rick Fischer, Professor of Journalism at
the University of Memphis, was named
the 2005 National Educator of the Year
by the Public Relations Society of
America (PRSA). The award recognizes a
PRSA member for excellence in teaching
based on contemporary, researched based
knowledge of public relations, and
contributions to the advancement of
public relations education.
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Each year, the Tennessee Communication
Association (TCA) recognizes an
individual who has made a significant

contribution to communication education in
Tennessee. 

Len Assante was nominated for, and received,
the 2006 TCA Outstanding Communication
Educator of the Year Award. Assante won the
award for his excellence in communication
teaching and leadership. He is one of the most
popular teachers at Volunteer State Community
College (VSCC). Students flock to his classes
because of his knowledge, his ability to convey
ideas creatively, and his engaging personality.

The list of Assante’s accomplishments is long.
Under his guidance VSCC’s Communication
Department has continued to grow and improve.
He has maintained a heavy teaching load and
remains active in the discipline. He has been
active in the TCA in a variety of positions, and
has made sure that VSCC faculty members are
active in the Association as well. Additionally,
he attends national communication conferences,
presenting his own research.

The Communicator of the Year Award has
typically been given to any person who, by
virtue, service or performance, has

contributed substantially to the principals of
communication in Tennessee.

Michael Leff was nominated for, and received,
the 2006 TCA Communicator of the Year Award
for his work at the University of Memphis,
where he bridged a long standing devide
between the English Department and the
Communication Department by founding the
Center for the Study of Rhetoric and Applied
Communication— a joint venture between the
College of Arts and Science and the College of
Communication and Fine Arts. The Center
brings together the resources of rhetoric faculty
from both colleges.

Under Leff’s leadership, the Ph.D. program is
now recognized by the National Communication
Association (NCA) as one of the top 15 programs
for the study of rhetoric in the country.

Outstanding Communication Educator

Communicator of the Year



President Malcolm McAvoy called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, September 30, 2006, at the Middle
Tennessee State University Foundation House in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. He introduced the new Executive Director,
Judi Truitt, and asked for the Fall 2005 minutes. The minutes were approved.

The Financial Report was received and accepted.

Carried over from March, 2006 $5,836.67
Income from 2006 conference $2,490.00
Current Balance $8,326.67

Correspondence
A letter was received from Michael and Susie Osborn thanking the Association for the treasured Honorary Lifetime
Membership Award.

President’s Remarks
President McAvoy expressed his genuine appreciation for a fantastic conference. He stated that the Friday night tribute
to Dortha Norton was an example of both the spirit and the sense of humor of TCA members, as illustrated by the
personal stories shared about Dortha. He thanked Linda Lyle for her help as interim Executive Director; Greg Simerly
for assuming the responsibilities of site coordinator and treasurer after the resignation of the President Elect and the
loss of the Executive Director; Ralph Hillman for his work with the award selections; and Dave Warner, Immediate Past
President, for his invaluable service during this challenging time of transition.

2005-2006 Accomplishments

Digital officers and interest group chairs’ manual
Created non-member database with the names of 300 communication 
professionals in Tennessee
Upgrading of conference program
Planning of a sub-regional conference in 2008
Moving toward building panels on the website (deadline March 1)

Awards

Communicator of the Year: Michael Leff
Outstanding Communication Educator: Len Assante

Undergraduate Paper: Rachael Petersen, Lee University
Graduate Paper: Andre Johnson,

University of Memphis

Site for 2007 Conference 
This decision will be made by the President Elect, Greg Simerly. Under consideration, returning to MTSUFoundation
House, or Montgomery Bell State Park.

Regional Conference Planning Committee, 2008

2007-2008 President-Elect
Dave Warner
Greg Simerly
Judi Truitt
Len Assante
Marci Nimick
Debra Jones
KevinTrowbridge

Election of President Elect
The Executive Committee submitted the name of Greg Simerly for President-Elect. There was a motion for nominations
to cease, and Greg was elected by acclamation.

New Business
The membership expressed interest in taking the TCA Newsletter to an electronic format. Editor Richard Ranta will
be contacted and asked if this would work for him.

2006-2007 Officers

President Walter Kirkpatrick
President Elect Greg Simerly
Executive Director Judi Truitt
Immediate Past President Malcolm McAvoy
Journal/Newsletter Editor Richard Ranta
Webmaster Dave Warner

The meeting was adjourned.
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TCA Minutes
September 30, 2006
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Conference Attendance/Membership Report:

48 Faculty
22 Students
10Guests
80 Total Attendance
14 Schools participating

Special Recognition

Malcom McAvoy, President
Linda Lyle, Interim Executive Director
Greg Simerly, Site Coordinator/Iterim Treasurer
Dave Warner, Outstanding Service

Recognition of Interest Group Chairs

Argumentation & Forensics
Greg Simerly (2006, 2007)
Corporate & Organizational Communication
Lori Kissinger (2006), Janet McCormick (2007)
Curriculum & Instruction
Debra Jones (2006) Lori Kissinger (2007)
Interpersonal & Small Group
Teresa Collard (2006, 2007) 
Mass Communication
Clay Scott (2006), Chris Blair (2007)
Rhetoric & Public Address
Russell Church (2006), Michael Leff (2007)
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Tennessee Technological University
Speech Concentration at TTU
The proposal for a Speech Concentration at Tennessee Technological University (TTU) in Cookeville
is pending approval by the Tennessee Board of Regions (TBR). If approved, the program will be part
of the Communication Degree along with Journalism. Journalsim and Speech majors will then have
a common core curriculum and will both graduate with a BS in Communication rather than
English/Communication. This is a big step toward the creation of a Communication Department at
TTU. Halina Ablamowicz was elected as the director of the Speech Communication program.

Volunteer State Community College
Tornado Update
Volunteer State Community College (VSCC) continues a slow recovery from the 2006 tornado. The
College’s radio station WVCP 88.5 FM is operated remotely via PC from the transmitter site. A new
space for the radio station is currently in design. Most of the Communication Department’s
classrooms have been relocated, and the state has not yet decided whether to demolish or repair
Nobel Claudill Hall. Meanwhile, the College anticipates funding for a new Humanities building,
which will be the future, permanent home of the Communication Department.

Forensics Club
VSCC has recently reactivated its Forensics Club, The Speech Team. For many years, a VSCC
forensics team was coached by Len Assante. The team was well known for its consistent
excellence in competition. Since Assante resigned, the college has been without a team.
Judi Truitt began recruiting members to build a new team in the fall. The Club has now five
members who have participated in tournaments at Tennessee State University, Belmont
University, and Owensboro Community College. Team members compete in duo acting, dramatic
interpretation, prose, persuasive speaking, and most recently, debate.
Forensics will be offered as a class in the spring, and Truitt looks forward to increasing both the
number of team members and the quality of their performances.

News & Notes New Faculty at
Volunteer State

Larry Clifton
BA, English, University of Tennessee, MA Film,
New York University; Ph.D. Communication,
Southern Illinois University. He is the author  of
The Terrible Fitzball.

Richard Taylor
BA, MA, Speech-Communication (Semantic and
Cognitive Processes), Ohio State University. He
developed the Speech-Intern Program at Ohio
State University.

Robin Ringer
BA, Mass Communication/Theatre, Frostburg
State University, MA, Performing Arts, Regent
University, with further study in Speech-
Communication, Liberty University.
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Jackson ended the afternoon presentations with
a discussion of How Students in Mass
Communication Seminars Utilized Television
Production and Journalism Skills to Impact
Hurricane Katrina Survivors.

After dinner the membership convened for
a special tribute to Dorotha Norton.
Speakers included UT Martin’s Interim

Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs Jerald Ogg,
Communications Chair Robert Nanney,
numerous UT Martin faculty, the Norton family
and convention attendees. Dorotha’s husband,
Robert, accepted a new TCA Award named for
his wife– The Dorotha Norton Spirit of Service
Award.

Saturday morning began with a panel
focusing on  Corporate and Organizational
Communication. Walter Kirkpatrick, new

TCA President and University of Memphis
professor, began the session by examining the
development, implementation and results of an
employee annual feedback process. Janet
McCormick of MTSU presented information

regarding a Leadership Minor. Yang Soo Kim of
MTSU looked at leadership across cultural
differences. The Interpersonal Communication
session began with Kevin Trowbridge of Lee
University’s study of the Avatar-Based
Community Known as There(.com). Teresa
Collard of UT Martin presented information
regarding statistics and strategies for success of
women in higher education. It followed the
session on Student Research in Rhetoric and
Public Address. The four presenters from the
University of Memphis examined speeches of
African-American women during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century. The
11:15 a.m. session focused on undergraduate
research. Presenters, all from the University of
Memphis, included Diane Rozar, Laurel Helms,
Michaela deWit, Kimberly Johnson and
Christopher Oldenburg. The morning concluded
with the presentation of Rachel Patterson of Lee
University on theories behind the popularity of
the Harry Potter series.

President Malcolm McAvoy of Walters
State University presided at the business
meeting. The awards and minutes of the

meeting are presented on page six.

Continued from page 4



c/o Dr. Richard R. Ranta, Editor
College of Communication and Fine Arts
The University of Memphis
232 CFA Building
Memphis, TN 38152

Name: ________________________________________________________ Highest Earned Degree: ________________________________

Institution Represented: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check one: Full-time Faculty Adjunct Faculty Retired Faculty Student Independent

Preferred Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip:____________________

E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Phone: ______________________________________________ Home Phone: ____________________________________________

Membership Type:
Student ($5) Regular  ($25) Regular for Adjunct Faculty ($10)
Sustaining ($50 with free conference registration)
Emeritus (No fee - must be retired from active service and have been a regular member for 15 continuous years)

List areas of interest: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
Tennessee Communication Association

The TCA membership year runs
from Fall Conference to Fall Conference.

MAIL CHECK AND COMPLETED FORM TO:
Judi Truitt, TCA Executive Director

Volunteer State CC
123 Ramer Administration Bldg

1480 Nashville Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066

Phone (615) 452-8600 Ext. 3781                                                           E-mail: judi.truitt@volstate.edu
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